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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 14603 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PGOVBQG 

SUBJECT: FRG DECIDES TO DROP EVEN "INTERIM SOLUTION" 

FOR NATIONAL STIFTUNG 

REFS: (A) BONN 8667; (B) STATE 123720 

1 . AT THE MARCH 9 BONN GROUP MEETING, THE FRG REP 
(VON BRAUNMUEHL) SAID THAT THE SUBJECT OF THE 
NATIONAL STIFTUNG WAS DISCUSSED AT A HIGH-LEVEL MEETING 
BY SCHMIDT, GENSCHER, BAUM AND WISCHNEWSKI, ET AL„ 

ON JULY 12. AS A RESULT OF THE DISCUSSION, IT HAS SINCE 
BEEN DECIDED THAT THE FUNDS EARMARKED FOR THE NATIONAL 
STIFTUNG SHOULD BE PUT TO USE FOR THE PLANNED PURPOSES 
BY THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. THE MINISTER 
SHALL CONVENE FOR THIS PURPOSE A COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS, 

WHICH WILL CONSULT WITH HIM AS TO THE USE OF THE FUNDS. 

THE CABINET WILL BE INFORMED SOON AS WILL THE MINISTER 
PRESIDENTS OF THE LAENDER AT THEIR NEXT MEETING WITH 
THE CHANCELLOR. 
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2. VON BRAUNMUEHL SAID THAT WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT TO 
SEE HOW THE LAENDER MINISTER PRESIDENTS REACT. IF THERE 
ARE NO MAJOR DIFFICULTIES. THE PROBLEM OF NEW 
INSTITUTIONS IN BERLIN OR EVEN OF AN EXPANSION OF AN 
EXISTING INSTITUTION IS "OFF THE TABLE." 
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3. COMMENT: THE SUBJECT HAS NOT BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE 
BONN GROUP SINCE MAY S (REF A). WE HAVE SINCE 
INFORMALLY TOLD VON BRAUNMUEHL OF THE DEPARTMENT S 
INSTRUCTIONS (REF B). THE BRITISH RECEIVED SIMILAR 
INSTRUCTIONS TO OURS, ALTHOUGH IT APPEARS THESE HAVE NOT 
BEEN COMMUNICATED TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE. UNLIKE US, THE FRENCH 
APPEAR TO REMAIN OPPOSED TO THE "INTERIM SOLUTION" 

ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NOT CONFIRMED THIS FACT. 

4. WHILE THE FRG'S DECISION IS NO DOUBT BASED IN PART 
AT LEAST ON THE ALLIED VIEWS, AND ESPECIALLY THE 
EXPECTATION THAT THE FRENCH WOULD REMAIN DIFFICULT TO 
CONVINCE, SCHMIDT'S REPORTED COOLNESS TOWARD THE 
NATIONAL STIFTUNG IDEA AS WELL AS THE STATE OF FRG/ 

SOVIET RELATIONS FOLLOWING THE BREZHNEV VISIT WERE 
PROBABLY THE DECIDING FACTORS. 
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